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(57) Abstract: Disclosed is a fuel cell system wherein 
the pressure of a fuel gas supplied to the fuel cell can be 
controlled accurately. The fuel cell system is character- 
ized by comprising a fuel gas supply line (SL) for supply- 
ing a fuel gas from a fuel gas supply source (1 1) to a fuel 
cell (10), a pressure-regulating means (RG) which is ar- 
ranged in the fuel gas supply line (SL) for regulating the 
pressure of the fuel gas from the fuel gas supply source 
(11), and a return line (R) for returning the fuel gas dis- 
charged from the fuel cell (10) to the fuel gas supply line 
(SL). The fuel cell system is further characterized in that 
the return line (R) is connected to the fuel gas supply line 
(SL) in such a manner that the fuel gas is returned thereto 
in the upstream of the pressure -regulating means (RG). 
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group of inventions of claims 1-16 is linked only by the technical feature 
of "a fuel cell system comprising a pressure- regulating means for regulating 
the pressure of a fuel gas" . 

It is, however, obvious that this feature is a well-known technical feature 
as described in the "background art" section of the description and thus cannot 
be a special technical feature. 
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Consequently, there is no special technical feature so linking the 
group of inventions of claims 1-16 as to form a single general inventive 
concept. Therefore, it appears that the group of inventions of claims 
1-16 does not satisfy the requirement of unity of invention. 

Next, the number of groups of inventions defined in the claims of 
this international application and so linked as to form a single general 
inventive concept, namely, the number of inventions will be examined. 

Among the inventions defined in claims 1-16, those two inventions 
respectively set forth in claims 1 and 14 are defined without referring 
to matters set forth in other claims . The invention of claims 2-13 refer 
to claim 1, while the inventions of claims 15 and 16 refer to claim 14. 
In this connection, it is considered that respective technical features 
set forth in claims 1 and 14 can be special technical features. Further, 
there is no other feature linking a plurality of the inventions. 

Therefore, this international application is considered to contain 
two groups of inventions : the inventions of claims 1- 13 ; and the inventions 
of claims 14-16. 
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